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Tibet Information Network/London/4 March 1990 

TIBET: CHINESE TANKS TAKE OVER LHASA CITY CENTRE 

March 4th: For the first time for several years the Chinese have deployed tanks on the streets of 
Lhasa. Lhasa is reported by reliable sources to be extremely tense tonight as it approaches the 
first anniversary of the imposition of martial law. 

Four tanks yesterday took up positions in the central square of the city, outside the Jokhang 
Temple, the most revered shrine in Tibet. Although up to eight Armoured Personnel Carriers 
have been in use in the town since March last year, this is the first time that tanks are known to 
have been stationed in the city. 

The few Tibetans allowed past military checkpoints into the city centre are said to have watched 
the troops with curiosity and concern. Soldiers are manning sniper positions from rooftops 
around the Barkhor, the Tibetan quarter of the city which surrounds the Jokhang. Messages 
attacking counter-revolutionary elements are being broadcast from loudspeakers overlooking the 
square. 

Tibetan nationalists are expected to attempt to commemorate the demonstrations on March 5th 
last year in which, according to Hong Kong papers quoting Chinese sources, over 250 people 
were killed by armed police. The demonstration led three days later to the takeover of the capital 
by the People's Liberation Army. The city and surrounding area are still under martial law, two 
months after it was lifted in Beijing. 

Sources in Lhasa reported yesterday that the Monlam, or Great Prayer Festival, which should 
have reached its climax this week and which has been the background of major demonstrations 
for the last two years, has been cancelled. 

This is a major set-back for Chinese politicians, who have claimed the public celebration of the 
Monlam Festival as a major example of Beijing's tolerance of Tibetan traditions. The festival was 
banned for twenty years shortly after the Chinese took over Tibet in 1959, and re-instated 
amidst massive publicity in 1986. 

The demonstration last year began when police fired without warning into a crowd of less than 
40 protesters outside the Jokhang Temple. It quickly escalated into major unrest, ending three 
days later when the Chinese ordered the army to take over the city. Since last March the 
movement of the handful of foreign visitors to Tibet have been heavily restricted and thousands 
of troops have controlled the city streets. At 9pm local time last night March 4th phone 
operators in Beijing were diverting foreign callers, saying that all lines to Lhasa were out of 
order. 


Tibet Information Network/London/6 March 1990/11.50gmt 

CHINESE THREATEN TO SHOOT DEMONSTRATORS, SAY TIBETANS 

The Chinese authorities are going to extreme lengths to prevent nationalist demonstrations in 
the Tibetan capital, Lhasa, this week. 

A reliable Tibetan source in Lhasa has reported that over the last year at regular political 
meetings in monasteries,work units and local neighbourhood committee meetings (called U-yon 
Len Kha in Tibetan) prospective demonstrators have been threatened with death. "They say that 
if we demonstrate we will be shot dead or imprisoned for life,"said the Tibetan, who asked to 
remain anonymous. 
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Similar statements are known to have been made by officials at neighbourhood meetings only 
days before 10th December 1988 when police opened fire without warning on a number of 
peaceful demonstrators, killing at least two. 

It was learnt yesterday that soldiers with loaded machine guns trained on the streets are 
positioned on roof tops around the Barkhor, the Tibetan quarter of the city where all the major 
demonstrations in the last two years have taken place. 

Four tanks are in position outside the Jokhang Temple, it was reported on Sunday. Yesterday 
sources confirmed that eight armoured personnel carriers are in operation in the town, as they 
have been at various times since the army took over Lhasa last March. 

[NOTE: TIN has exclusive photographs clearly showing four of the armoured personnel carriers 
on patrol around the Potala Palace last March. Contact TIN for details] 

Tsampa throwing banned 

In a move which is said to have been greeted with derision by Tibetans in the capital, the 
authorities have announced a ban on the practice of lha-gya, according to the sources in Lhasa. 
This is a traditional way of celebrating special occasions among Tibetans, and involves throwing 
handfuls of tsampa, or roasted barley flour, the Tibetan national food, in the air as well as over 
everyone else. 

The Chinese have now announced that tsampa-throwers will be arrested as political criminals. 
At meetings held in every work unit, office and neighbourhood on and around 5th December 
1989 the authorities announced that tsampa-throwers would be liable to sentences of 3 years in 
prison. 

The ban comes after the Chinese were humiliated on October 11th last year, when at least a 
thousand Tibetans spent the whole day in the streets of Lhasa throwing tsampa and burning 
juniper incense. It was at least ten hours before officials and soldiers discovered that the 
Tibetans were celebrating not an obscure religious festival but the award six days earlier of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to their exiled leader, the Dalai Lama. 

"We threw tsampa at each other and at the soldiers and the police for hours before they realised 
why we doing it," said one young woman recently. "Then the PLA went searching for Tibetans 
with bags of tsampa and flour-covered fingers". 

Yesterday it was learnt that burning juniper incense in large quantities, a practice basic to 
Tibetan Buddhist tradition, has also been banned in case it signifies political celebrations. 

Monasteries surrounded 

Troops are surrounding all the major monasteries, with 200 said to be in position around 
Ganden, 40 km west of Lhasa, from where several top religious leaders were arrested in 
December 1987 for failing to quell dissent among the monks. Chungdak, the chairman (Zhuren) 
of the monastery, and Yulu Dawa Tsering, a former abbot, as well as at least ten Ganden monks 
are still in jail. Pilgrims and visitors to Ganden are all body searched by troops before they are 
allowed to enter the monastery. 

The sources revealed yesterday that all public religious ceremonies have been banned unless 
official permission has been given in advance. 

Martial law decrees issued on 7th March last year are still in force and forbid the gathering of 
groups or moving about without special identity papers. Troops still man checkpoints at every 
major crossroad in the city, and a sophisticated network of informers has been set up to report 
on any private expressions of nationalist dissent. 
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Other sources in Lhasa revealed last week that on 6th November 1989 a decision was taken by 
the Tibetan authorities to send political re-education teams, called Work inspection Units by the 
Chinese (Ledun rukha in Tibetan) to screen out dissidents in each monastery, office, and 
neighbourhood in Lhasa. This decision was confirmed by local television on 21st November 
1989. 

Lhasa yesterday 5th March remained quiet on the surface but extremely tense as March 8th, the 
first anniversary of martial law approaches. 


- end - 


Tibet Information Network / 7th March 1990 / London 

BEIJING REVEALS CONFUSION ABOUT ARMY ACTIONS IN TIBET 

The Chinese Government has denied the report, originating from TIN and first published in the 
Guardian on 5th March, that tanks and armoured vehicles are being used to patrol the streets of 
Lhasa. 

Ren Yinong, spokesman for the State Nationalities Affairs Commission, told the Hong Kong 
Standard yesterday, "The situation in Lhasa has been restored to normal and the city has been 
very calm under martial law. What's the need to send tanks and armoured carriers to patrol in 
Lhasa? " 

An official representing the Beijing office of the Tibet Autonomous Region People's Government 
also tried to deflect accusations that the Chinese were using armoured vehicles in the city. "The 
Chinese Government had deployed sufficient martial law troops in Lhasa last March and there 
was no need to send tanks to the city," spokesman Nong Deyi told the Hong Kong Standard on 
Tuesday. 


Crowd control in Tibet, December 1989: tanks 

Tibet Information Network has therefore decided to provide some details of recent policing 
methods in Lhasa. These figures relate to the last occasion when the Chinese expected Tibetans 
to demonstrate, and give a fairly clear idea of how the Chinese in Lhasa deal with the prospect 
of political protest. 

On 10th December 1989, when demonstrations were expected to take place, four armoured 
vehicles were positioned outside the Jokhang Temple in the centre of the city. They remained 
there until 1 5th December. 

The armoured vehicles were numbered 126, 127, 134 and 325. Together with Nos. 328 and 
130 and two others they have been in use in Lhasa since martial law was introduced last march. 
They are fully tracked, with swivel turrets, and each capable of carrying at least eight people. 

On 13th December 1989 a further six tanks were deployed in the Jokhang Square. Their 
numbers were 313, 205, 328, 122, and 319. The sixth tank, numbered 003, was equipped 
with radio antennae as a relay unit. They were positioned in units of 5, 2 and 3, placed in front 
of the Tibetan hospital, the front door of the Jokhang Temple, and the roadway to the 
Government Offices respectively, all of which look onto the Jokhang Square. 

Extra troops besides those on regular duty at checkpoints at the corner were positioned around 
the Barkhor, the 1 km-long alleyway which runs around the Jokhang and is the principal 
pilgrimage circuit for Tibetans. 

On the 10th December 52 soldiers covered the North side of the Barkhor with 25 on 
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checkpoints, 104 on the East side including those at checkpoints, and 50 extra troops on the 
south side. The temple was re-opened on the 14th and the additional troops cleared from the 
sides of the Barkhor that same day and replaced by patrols. On the West side, which opens onto 
the Square, tanks and several hundred additional troops remained in position till midnight on 
16th December. 

Confusion in Beijing 

The statement by the State Nationalities Affairs Commission suggests that the administration in 
Beijing is either misleading foreign journalists or that it is not fully informed of exactly how the 
People's Liberation Army is fulfilling its brief to keep Lhasa quiet. 

This is not the only indication of a possible lack of communication between Beijing and Lhasa. 
On 22nd November 1989 informed sources in Lhasa reported that Beijing had that week sent a 
written instruction ordering the local authorities to deal leniently with monks and nuns. 

The instruction said that there should be no major disruption of the daily routine in the 
monasteries, and that efforts should be made to pacify the atmosphere. 

There is no indication that this order was followed. Since November troops and political re¬ 
education units have been placed in or around all the major monasteries, and several religious 
practices have been banned, including the Monlam festival itself. 

There are signs of an on-going debate within the Chinese Communist Party as to whether to 
crack down on religious practice in Tibet, or to confine repression to security and policing. Last 
August the Tibet Daily published a major editorial attacking policies tolerating religious practice, 
but other factions in the Party are thought to fear that this would lead to a major backlash. 

Protest widespread 

Yesterday's statement also confirmed earlier reports that unrest has spread to other parts of 
tibet besides the capital. "Overseas separatists are still instigating anti-Chinese activities in 
various parts of Tibet and they have not stopped there activities", spokesman Ren Yinong told 
reporters, in an extraordinary admission. 

The statement echoed an even more precise reference to the spread of dissent broadcast on 
Lhasa Radio on Sunday 4 March. The Headquarters of the Martial Law Enforcement Troops and 
the Lhasa City People's Government issued a message calling for heightened vigilance in the 
fight against separatists. In a revealing admission, the statement referred to splittists both 
"inside and outside the region". This is most likely to be a reference to political dissent in 
Sichuan. On February 14th 1990 Reuters issued a report from Beijing which said that troops had 
been sent in recent months to remote areas of Sichuan to deal with the threat of Tibetan dissent 
in that area. 

The Chinese continue to claim that unrest is limited to a "handful of splittists". On October 23rd 
the Hong Kong paper Ming Bao said that news of the Nobel peace Prize had led to "large scale 
riots in the Tibetan regions of Aba, Sichuan". Demonstrations are known to have taken place 
since October in the Tibetan cities of Ngaba in Sichuan, as well as in Shigatse, Gyantse, Penpo 
and Tsedang, according to Reuters reports last December, but have not been officially confirmed 
before. 


- end - 
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TIN News Update / London / 8 Mar 1990 1300gmt 

CHINESE HOLD MASSIVE DISPLAY OF ARMED FORCE IN LHASA 

This morning, 8 March 1990, the Chinese authorities in Lhasa marked their first anniversary of 
the imposition of martial law in Tibet by mounting their biggest ever display of military force 
since unrest recommenced in Tibet two and a half years ago. 

In their on-going attempt to dissuade Tibetans from demonstrating in the city the Chinese today 
staged a massive military parade in Lhasa. Defence experts in London say the parade 
represented a motor-rifle battalion at full strength. 

According to reliable sources, the parade included five Armoured Personnel Carriers, each 
capable of carrying between at least eight soldiers. Dominating the parade were five trucks 
towing multiple rocket launchers, each one composed of up to five ground-to-ground or ground- 
to-air missiles about 4-5 metres in length. 

Multiple Rocket launchers of this type were positioned in the central square of the Tibetan 
capital, and aimed at the Jokhang temple, on March 10th last year and again on April 22nd, 
both days on which major demonstrations were anticipated by the authorities. Eyewitnesses at 
the time said that on the second occasion Multiple Rocket Launchers were also positioned 
opposite and aiming at the Potala Palace. 

Tibetans contacted in Lhasa this morning said that this was the largest display of military 
hardware that the Chinese had staged in the last two and a half years of nationalist unrest. 

The parade was led by fourteen motorcycles, followed by nine jeeps, and the five Armoured 
Personnel Carriers. Then came twenty-four trucks each carrying thirty armed PLA troops. These 
were followed by three more jeeps leading twelve trucks, each towing howitzer-type field guns. 
Each of these trucks carried a further twenty armed soldiers. 

Then came the 5 trucks pulling multiple rocket launchers. These were followed by two more 
jeeps and a further twenty-eight trucks each carrying 30 armed troops of the People's Armed 
Police, or 'Wu Jing' as they are known in Chinese. A few more jeeps brought up the rear. 

The total number of PLA and PAP troops was over 1800 (eighteen hundred). All were in combat 
dress, with helmets amd armed with AK47 submachine guns. The parade took over 45 minutes 
to pass. 

It took place in the mid-morning, at the busiest time of day. Crowds of Tibetans at the nearby 
markets lined the streets and watched in silence as the parade passed in what was described as 
sunny and cloudless winter morning. The purpose of the exercise was repeated by political 
messages blaring out from loudspeakers all over the town. 

Sources in Lhasa described the exercise as "an attempt at intimidation". They added that the 
attempt to impress the unarmed Tibetans with the full force of China's military muscle was only 
slightly marred by the fact that one truck and one motorcycle broke down during the parade. 

The Chinese fear that Tibetans may try to demonstrate this week to mark the first anniversary 
of martial law in Tibet, as well as the 31st anniversary of the 1959 National Uprising in which at 
least 87,000 people were killed. Martial Law was imposed in Tibet at OOOhrs 8 March 1989. 

On Sunday 4 March the Headquarters of the Martial Law Enforcement Troops and the Lhasa 
City People's Government issued a message, broadcast on Lhasa Radio, saying that the people 
of the city were leading "a tranquil and happy life." It said the authorities "have won the victory 
of crushing down on the riots and stabilising the political situation in Lhasa." But it called for 
increased vigilance to fight off "the handful of splittists" who wanted to separate Tibet from 
China. 
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TIN News Update / London / 6 March 1990 

CHINA WINS HUMAN RIGHTS VOTE AT THE UN 

China today scored its greatest diplomatic victory at the UN since the June 4th Massacres by 
averting a critical vote on its human rights record. 

Late on Tuesday night 6th March the UN Commission on Human Rights, which concludes its 
46th Session in Geneva on Friday, voted by a narrow majority to take no action on a resolution 
noting allegations of Chinese violations of human rights since last June. 

The original resolution - which was sponsored mainly by Western countries, but also co¬ 
sponsored by Japan - was mild in its criticism, pleading for clemency for those arrested since 
last June, and congratulating China on at least lifting martial law in Beijing. But simply by 
mentioning China by name it incurred the wrath of the Chinese Government, who sent a team of 
30 Chinese diplomats to the Commission to contest it. 

The delegation declared that it rejected as wanton interference any resolution on China "in 
whatever form or with whatever content". 

The Chinese diplomats are reported to have been involved in intensive lobbying of the 43 
member states of the Commission, particularly of countries which depend on China for foreign 
aid. Six of the ten African countries on the Commission, including Nigeria and Ghana, voted for 
China, as well as six Asian countries including India, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. 

The Chinese delegation issued a written appeal, unusually addressed directly to the African 
nations, which referred to support given by China to "their just struggles for independence 
and....the development of their economies". 

The statement vilified Western interest in human rights, calling it an attack on all developing 
nations, it described the draft resolution as a "scheme" by a few Western countries "to provide 
those ill-minded people with an opportunity and legitimate forum for their continued defamation 
and slander against the Chinese Government". 

In the event China won by a procedural device, proposed by Pakistan, which avoided all 
discussion of the actual resolution. The USSR voted in support of China and the motion was 
carried by 17 votes to 15, with 11 abstentions. 

The vote succeeded only because of unexpected support from Yugoslavia, currently under 
attack for its own human rights record, Sao Tome and Cyprus. 

Every other western country voted against the motion - including the Bulgarians and Hungary, 
producing an unusual split in the East European vote. Swaziland also voted against the motion to 
take no action on the China resolution. 

Last month the Chinese repeatedly interrupted a speech by the prominent Chinese dissident 
leader, Wu'er Kaixi, addressing the Commission on behalf of the international League of Human 
Rights. Their claim that he was a criminal who should not be allowed to speak at the UN was 
rejected by the chair. 

In what was seen by some observers as a snub the Chinese Foreign Minister later failed to visit 
the Commission during an official trip to Geneva last week. 

China has also launched a strong attack on the work of Non-Governmental Organisations at the 
UN, and is expected to propose that their involvement at the UN be restricted. 

Until last year's massacre made Chinese human rights abuses into headline news, UN criticism 
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of powerful countries like China was almost entirely limited to NGOs. In February several NGOs 
pointed out at the UN that China had denied the existence of one Tibetan political prisoner two 
days before their Washington ambassador had given written details of his imprisonment to a 
Senator in America. 

Last night exiled Chinese human rights activists working with NGOs in Geneva said that what 
most disappointed them was not that Chinese had put inordinate pressure on other countries but 
that the UN had not even discussed the question of human rights in China before the vote was 
taken. 


- end - 
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TSETEN NORGYE UPDATE: CHINESE DENY TO THE UN THAT PRISONER IS HELD 

A major bureaucratic error has exposed the Chinese Government in a bizarre attempt to deceive 
the United Nations about political prisoners in Tibet. 

Last November TIN revealed that Tseten Norgye, a 45 year old hotel book-keeper, had been 
imprisoned and tortured for printing pro-independence leaflets in Lhasa. In January the Chinese 
Government denied to the United Nations that there was any prisoner in Tibet by the name of 
Tseten Norgye. 

But in an unprecedented development another top-level Chinese official has confirmed the TIN 
report. His statement is believed to be the first time that any Chinese officials have confirmed a 
report based only on private sources. 

The official has admitted in writing that Tseten Norgye was detained at an unspecified date last 
year for investigation for a major crime. He added that subsequently, on November 10th 1989, 
the prisoner was formally charged and is awaiting trial. 

Diplomatic Embarrassment 

The statement came in a letter dated January 19th 1990 from Zhu Qizhen, PRC Ambassador to 
the United States. The letter was in reply to an enquiry from Patrick Leahy, a US Senator who 
visited Tibet in 1988 and whilst there argued strongly for the right of the international 
community to request information about political prisoners. The letter failed to reply to any of 
Senator Leahy's other enquiries relating to the welfare of the prisoner and the allegations that he 
had been tortured. 

Two days earlier, on January 17th 1990, the Chinese Government had written to the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture denying the existence of Tseten Norgye on any prison 
list. A month later the Chinese delegation at the United Nations Commission for Human Rights, 
replying to a US Government statement on Tseten Norgye, made a speech repeating that there 
was no such prisoner. 

The Chinese have so far not explained to the UN how they came to be misinforming them, but 
information about the Leahy letter has been circulated to Governments there. The conflicting 
reports are certain to lead to acute diplomatic embarrassment for the Chinese, especially since 
other Governments had been refused information. On 27th December 1989 the Dutch Foreign 
Secretary stated in Parliament, using exceptionally strong terms, that "Chinese officials are not 
willing to give any information concerning this matter [of Tseten Norgye] and the inquiry is 
regarded by them as an illicit intrusion into their internal affairs". 
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Little Hope of a Fair Trial 

Although it says a trial is pending, the official announcement states in categorical terms which 
presume guilt that Tseten Norgye joined an "anti-Government organisation in 1988... and 
engaged in collecting information for the Dalai Lama group." It names the organisation as the 
"Uprising Group for Tibetan Independence," a previously unknown title. 

This means Tseten Norgye will probably face the charges of espionage and of belonging to a 
counter-revolutionary clique, as well as producing counter-revolutionary literature. If so, these 
would be the same charges as those faced by the members of the Drepung Group who were 
sentenced on November 30th 1989 to an average of 15 years each. The statement also 
indicates that, as in most Chinese courts, he has no chance of standing a fair trial based on the 
presumption of innocence. 

It is not known how many of those charged actually are given trials. It is probably quite a high 
percentage, since so few of those detained are ever charged. In the case of Tseten Norgye a 
trial is more likely given the publicity that his case has aroused, which, judging by this 
statement, has clearly upset the Chinese in a major way. 

There is not, however, any realistic chance that the trial will quash the charges against him: the 
official acquittal rate for criminal offenders in Chinese law courts is less than 2%. In political 
cases it is probably far lower than that, if indeed any political prisoners haveever been acquitted. 

The statement added that Tseten Norgye had been arrested in 1972 for "anti-government 
activities". He was imprisoned for 12 years and released only in 1985, according to the 
statement. 

According to independent sources Tseten Norgye has been held without charge since mid-1989 
and tortured at Chakpori prison for printing illegal documents on a mimeograph machine at the 
Lhasa hotel where he worked as book-keeper. He was under unofficial threat of execution and 
was the subject of Urgent Action appeals from various organisations including Amnesty 
International issued on 2nd November 1989 and thereafter. 

- end - 

TSETEN NORGYE - UPDATE 2 

Independent sources in Tibet contacted in late-November 1989 have sent further details about 
the detention of Tseten Norgye, former bookkeeper at the Banakshol Hotel in Lhasa. 

They say he was arrested on 23rd April 1989, together with a number of other Tibetans, when 
seven policemen staged a dawn raid on his house. He was held at Chakpori Prison, believed to 
be a detention centre run by the People's Armed Police or by the Army itself, until 17th October 
1989, when he was moved to Gutsa prison. 

The account said the police searched his rooms and found confiscated a knife, three small 
books, a Buddhist painting, a cassette tape, and his spectacles. The report added that no-one 
had been allowed to visit him in Chakpori prison, and said that as of late november relatives had 
still been denied access to him. 
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TIN / news report / Tues 6 Feb 17.45hrs / London 


JAN 23rd: SENTENCING RALLY IN LHASA 

On 4th February Reuters released a press story based on the Jan 24th edition of Tibet Daily, 
which said 22 Tibetans had been paraded before the public at a sentencing rally in Lhasa the 
previous day. 

Details were only given for one offender, named by the Chinese as Wang LangJie, sentenced to 
an unspecified period of imprisonment for "wandering about the environs of Beijing East Road 
yelling "Tibetan Independence" and other reactionary slogans," according to the Tibet Daily. 
Beijing East Road is the official Chinese name for Dekyi-Shar Lam, on which the Kirey and 
Banakshol Hotels are situated. 

Wang LangJie, who is presumably Tibetan although his Tibetan name is indecipherable from the 
Chinese form given by the paper, committed his offence on January 5th this year. "This is 
enough to constitute the crime of counter-revolutionary propagandist incitement, and 
investigations into his case will be made," the paper continued. 

Amongst the 22 facing sentence was at least one juvenile, who was sentenced to "juvenile 
correction procedures". Ten of the accused were sentenced to reform through labour. Most 
were accused of counter-revolutionary offences, but only thirteen were actually given sentences 
at the rally. 11 will have their sentences decided at a later date. 

- end - 


October 25TH DETAILS EMERGE: 1,000 TIBETANS DEMONSTRATE IN LHASA 

The Chinese have officially revealed that a major demonstration took place in Lhasa last 
October, according to Reuters in Beijing. In an article published on January 18th 1990, the Tibet 
Daily said that more than 1,000 people took to the streets of Lhasa on October 25th 1989. 

Commentators in the West had known about the demonstration but thought it had involved only 
a few people. This news makes it by far the largest incident to have taken place in the Tibetan 
capital since martial law was imposed in March 1989. 

The news confirms many reports from visitors to Lhasa that the atmosphere is tense and that 
further protest has only been avoided by the presence of massed troops on the city's streets. 


The British Version of the events: Lhasa "relaxed" 

The revelation of the extent of the October 25th protest will come as an embarrassing blow to 
the British Government, who had made a categorical statement that Lhasa at that time was 
calm. In October the British sent a Beijing-based diplomat to Lhasa, who reported back that in 
Lhasa "the atmosphere was generally relaxed". 

This was the first known visit by any Western diplomat or official since martial law was imposed 
in Tibet. The British Government's public statement on the visit made no criticism of the 
continuing imposition of martial law or any other existing human rights abuses. It has led to 
accusations that the British were motivated by their desire to placate the Chinese in order to 
smooth negotiations over Hong Kong. 
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The diplomat arrived in Lhasa on October 27th with three pro-Chinese British MPs, just two days 
after the mass demonstration. The Government's summary of his report, made in the House of 
Lords on December 13th 1989, made no mention of martial law or of any protests. Before 
reading out his the British diplomat's report the Government Chief Whip, Lord Reay, dismissed 
other accounts as "partisan" and "tend[ing] to exaggerate one or other aspect of the situation". 

The October 25th Demonstration: the details emerge 

The demonstration involved more than 1,000 people who were led by five monks, according to 
the Tibet Daily report monitored by Reuters in Beijing. All the monks were arrested and 
sentenced without trial to 3 years "re-education through labour". 

On January 17th the Chinese authorities awarded a medal to the soldier who arrested the 
monks. At the awards ceremony in Lhasa, the soldier, an artillery company commander called 
Liang Jian, made a speech describing how he won his medal: 

"I didn't hesitate for a moment", he said, "taking three men we plunged into the ranks of the 
demonstrators. With my left hand and right I grabbed two of the leading monks, quickly dragged 
them from the scene and immediately organised troops to break up the demonstration. After 
almost 20 minutes of fighting, by noon, this riot was quelled before it could develop." 

At the same ceremony, presided over by TAR Party Secretary Hu Jintao, medals were awarded 
to 323 "advanced individuals" and 92 "advanced groups" who had helped counter nationalist 
demonstrations in Tibet sine 1987. 


MILITANT MONASTERY CLOSED DOWN 

Palhalupuk Gompa, a small but important monastery in Lhasa, has been closed down by the 
Government. The monastery was closed down in October, shortly before a number of monks 
from the monastery were sentenced for involvement in demonstrations. 

On November 3rd 1989 five monks from Palhalupuk were imprisoned for leading the 
demonstration in the Barkhor on October 25th. The names of four were given in Chinese form as 
Liecuo,, Pujue, Laba and Chilie. The names could be corruptions of the Tibetan names Lho-tsod, 
Buchung, Lhakpa or Lawang, and Tinley; the monk's full ordination names were not given. They 
were sentenced, without trial, to 3 years re-education through labour. 

Two of these monks, Lho-tsod and Tinley, together with a third monk, Phartsok, are named by 
Tibetans sources as amongst those arrested from Palhalupuk monastery after the large-scale 
celebrations on October 11th 1989 that followed the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the 
Dalai Lama. The same sources said that another monk from the monastery, named Thubten 
Namdrol, had been arrested and sentenced to 9 years in prison. 

Another monk, Tenzin, was given the same sentence for taking part in a demonstration on 
September 30th. Dawa Tsering, also from Palhalupuk, has been pinpointed by the Chinese as an 
organiser of separatist activities and is believed to be in prison awaiting trial for alleged 
involvement in the same demonstration, as well as for "rioting" on 5th MArch 1989. 

Situated on the east side of Chakpori, the monastery was noted for the strong political 
convictions of some of the twenty or so residents. In early 1987 young monks at the monastery 
were ordered by the authorities to stop learning English after studying privately with a Tibetan 
monk who had travelled in India. In order to monitor their behaviour, according to monks 
interviewed in September 1987, a monk with politically acceptable views was imposed by the 
authorities as effective manager of the monastery. 
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Tibet Information Network / News Update / February 13th 1990 / London 


TORTURED: Further Details on Torture Allegations first published last October 

This report concerns two extremely well-documented first-hand accounts of torture in Tibet 
which TIN has checked in detail to the sources, and about which we have not given details 
before. The accounts were printed by journalists last October, but one was not published in 
Britain, although it may have been used elsewhere. 

On October 22 1989 Guy Dinmore of Reuters, the first UK correspondent to be allowed to visit 
Tibet since martial law was imposed, described two encounter he had while he was in Lhasa. 
Both meetings were with Tibetan dissidents whom he managed to meet only by evading his 
official Chinese escorts. 

Use of two-pronged electrical device 

The two Tibetans said they had been tortured in prison after being arrested following the 
imposition of martial law in Lhasa. Both showed the Reuters correspondent extensive scarring 
on their bodies which they said were a result of torture and beatings. One had been released 
only a few days earlier; it is therefore difficult to imagine how else he could have sustained the 
wounds other than in prison. 

The scars on his body were parallel tracks made by a two-pronged instrument of some sort, 
about 6-8 inches long, not very wide. The man said, "They tortured me with a two headed 
electric prong to try and extract the names of people who led the protests". 

Prison conditions 

He also said that when he was arrested his arm was tied behind his back by the thumb for three 
days. According to the 22 Oct Reuters report, the man added that his small cell in Tibet's 
Number One prison (probably a reference to Drapchi prison) held 5-10 people, had no windows 
and was very cold in winter. 

The man estimated that more than 1,000 Tibetans were at that time held in Lhasa's three main 
prisons ( which the Chinese sometimes refer to as detention centres) This was confirmed by an 
unnamed Tibetan source in the Public Security Bureau interviewed clandestinely by the Reuters 
reporter. 

The second man also bore scars which he said were inflicted by prison guards. These were to 
his face, which was described as "a complete mess". But it was not possible to verify 
independently that these wounds were caused by prison guards, since this man had been 
released some time earlier. But there was no apparent reason to doubt his testimony. 

Both men, as well as others interviewed, said that prison conditions were deplorable and that 
guards routinely beat inmates and sometimes used torture, according to the article. 


WOMAN STUDENT SEVERELY INJURED IN PRISON 

Another section of the Reuters report confirmed a story printed later in the Guardian, a leading 
British paper, on November 8th 1989. This was based on another, earlier investigation and its 
findings were quite unknown to Dinmore when he went to Lhasa. 

This report concerns Gang-lha, a student at Tibet University who was arrested some time after 
martial law was imposed in March 1989, according to University president Ciwang Junmei, 
quoted in the Reuters article of October 22nd 1989. 

The President said that the student, whom he named as Gong La, was sentenced to 3 years 
administrative detention for putting up posters calling for independence. The nature of the 
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sentence means that she was almost certainly sentenced without trial. 

Other sources close to Gang-Lha were cited by both the Reuters and Guardian journalists after 
their separate Lhasa trips. These confirmed what the University President was not free to 
acknowledge, which was that she had been so severely injured whilst in custody that in or 
shortly before September 1989 she was hospitalised. 

The hospital and medical expenses had to be paid by her family, who were allowed to admit her 
to hospital only on condition she returned to custody when (and if) she recovered. One source 
said she was crippled by the injuries received, although this is not confirmed. Both accounts 
described her injuries as serious. 

Independent sources have since confirmed this account, they add that Gang-lha is from Dayab, 
in Chamdo and was in her second-year at the University. She was arrested from her room at the 
University in early March 1989, at the same tome as Tseten Dhondup, a 4th year student from 
Shigatse. Both were expelled from the University and lost their the right to study or to be 
appointed to any Government post. One Tibetan in Lhasa commented that this restriction only 
applied "while the Chinese rule Tibet". 

Both underwent severe torture. Tseten Dhondup was released from prison in August 1989 and 
his state of health is unknown. Gang-lha was admitted to the Worker's Hospital in August 1989 
suffering from serious injuries to [one of her] kidneys, to her back, and to her joints. The report, 
written in late October 1989, described her as "half human" and said "she can no longer hold 
her body". 

- end - 


"REVOLVING DOOR" POLICY FOR PRISONERS 

Sources in Tibet reported on 9th March 1990 that informed Tibetans think that most of the 
approximately 2,000 people arrested in the months following the imposition of martial law last 
year have been released. If true, this would indicate that the Chinese have reverted to their 
"revolving door" developed in 1988 to handle the large numbers of political dissidents in 
custody. 

This involved subjecting detainees to rigourous interrogation and, in many cases, to extensive 
torture, in order to extract confessions. Detainees who are not considered to be leaders are then 
released after a period averaging at least four months of incommunicado detention, and are then 
monitored through a complex network of political re-education units. 

Some Tibetans believe that only about 250 of the dissidents, mainly suspected leaders, are still 
in custody. Sources in Tibet have provided TIN with the names of 184 of these prisoners. The 
full list (ref: TIN Docl(X)) is available on request. 

The Tibet Daily on December 1st 1989 quoted Lhasa's deputy mayor, Kong Fansen, as saying 
that only 400 people had been arrested since March 1989. This would mean that few arrests 
had taken place since April, when the Chinese admitted having already detained 300 Tibetans 
for involvement in political activities, 100 of them on the very first night of martial law. 

Kong said in December that 300 prisoners had been released after undergoing "criticism", and 
that 63 had been sentenced. 

- end - 
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Policy: 

CALL FOR RETURN TO ULTRA-LEFTISM IN TIBET 

On August 7th 1989 the Tibet Daily published a lengthy editorial attacking bourgeois 
liberalisation in Tibet. The article, signed by the Tibet Youth Association for Theory, indicates a 
major shift in policy in Tibet, and could indicate the end of even the current slender commitment 
of the Chinese to cultural and religious liberalisation. 

The authors of article, to which attention was first drawn by Tibetologist Dr Graham Clark of 
Oxford University, describes themselves as "one among a hundred schools". But the 
prominence given to the article by the newspaper suggests that it may represent the views of a 
significant sector of the ruling elite. Its starting point is to support a campaign current in China 
last summer which attributed the emergence of the Pro-Democracy Movement to a lack of 
political and ideological education. But the article goes much further than this, and decimates 
claims made by Tibetan politicians that Tibet should be treated as a special case, and that its 
religious and national traditions should be encouraged. 

The article actually blames these liberal attitudes as causing the demonstrations which have 
shaken Tibet in the last two years, and says that the authorities in Tibet have been too lenient. 
"We were soft in dealing with the counter-revolutionary events, light to punish them, and we did 
not criticise them enough ideologically," say the writers. 

In attacking religious liberalisation in particular it diametrically opposes the views of the late 
Panchen Lama, who said that "ultra-leftism" and the failure to respect religious sensibilities had 
caused Tibetan unrest. The article is also clearly attacking former Party Secretary Zhao Ziyang, 
who in 1988 specifically re-inforced the Panchen Lama's criticism of leftist policies in Tibet. 

If the views expressed in the editorial are put into practice it could mean a total change of life¬ 
style for Tibetans, who since 1980 have at least enjoyed superficial rights of religious practice. 
There are several indications that in some areas restrictions have already been placed on 
religious institutions, including bans on the further rebuilding of monasteries destroyed by the 
Chinese before 1979 and on the admission of monks to monasteries. 

But much more significant are the repeated references in the article to extreme nationalist views 
held by ideologues and even by Government officials in Tibet since 1979. The article suggests 
that extraordinary policies had been pursued within Tibet by some people, which included what 
it describes disparagingly as "autonomous independent movements under the limitations given 
by the Communist Party". 

The article specifically attacks the political credibility of United Front officials, whose policy is to 
co-opt overseas Tibetans and former Tibetan aristocrats to the cause of the Party. The former 
head of the United Front was dismissed late last year. It may also be a veiled attack on the 
views of the Panchen Lama, who died in mysterious circumstances in January 1989. 

But essentially it is an attack on the views of Phuntsog Wangyal, the seniormost Tibetan Marxist 
and theoretician, who wrote or advised on many of the Panchen Lama's speeches. He has been 
obliged to live for many years in Beijing where his apparently radical views on nationalism are 
considered less likely to reach Tibetans. 

There are detailed but still unconfirmed reports of attempts in 1 983/4 by senior Tibetan Party 
members to persuade Beijing to allow Tibet the right to secede from China. Well-informed 
sources say that at least one of these top-level party officials was disciplined by the Party as a 
result. 

Although no officials are named, the article also attacks a number of apparently liberal ideas 
which permeated the Tibetan government at various stages since 1979. "There was one 
period," it says, "when religion became almost Government policy and practice and on that basis 
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expanded without limits." It thus indicates a much wider extent of debate and even of 
nationalist sympathies within the administration than has appeared before. 

The Tibet Daily article represents a major attempt by conservative forces to consolidate 
ideological support for a return to hard-line policies in culture, religion and education, in line with 
those already evident in politics, security and policing. But it is also provides the first recent 
indication of the extent to which nationalist feeling exists in the upper echelons of the Tibetan 
administration and the Party. 

[note: Detailed summary or full translation of the article are available from TIN.] 


Beijing tightens up on nationality policy 

In a further indication of a tightening up of policy towards the non-Chinese nationalities in the 
People's Republic it was reported in February that Yan Mingfu, head of the United Front, had 
been replaced by his former deputy. 

Yan, considered a reformist and responsible for contacts with nationality leaders including the 
Dalai Lama, was associated with former Party Secretary, Zhao Ziyang, deposed in the backlash 
to last year's pro-democracy demonstrations. Wu Lianyuan, a 53-year old engineer and member 
of the highly sinicised Hui nationality, has taken over as head of the United Front. 

In its February 14th report Reuters quoted an unnamed official who described the new 
nationality policies as "relax to the outside, tighten within". The new policy is expected to mean 
tighter control over religion, increase in family planning activities, more restrictions on travel, 
and an increase in political education. 

The report followed a statement the previous day by Ismail Amat, head of the Nationalities 
Commission, which indicated a tough stance on nationality issues. Separatist forces, he said, 
"always stir up turmoil and conduct separatist activities under ethnic or religious disguise". 

The non-Han nationalities under Chinese rule have increased from 67.2 million in 1982 to over 
90 million now, and inhabit over 60% of China's current territory, most of it sensitive border 
areas. Nationalist developments in the neighbouring Soviet Central Asian Republics have and in 
Mongolia have added to Chinese unease about their control of these areas. 

NEW RESTRICTIONS ON REBUILDING GOMPA? 

Reliable sources in Tibet have described new restrictions on the rebuilding of monasteries in 
Tibet. In a report last October which has only just reached the West the sources said that locals 
had started rebuilding Gongtrang monastery, situated in an important village 20 km east of 
Lhasa, in 1987. The sources said that work had now been stopped because of new restrictions 
imposed by the Tibetan Government. 

The village of Gongtrang lies on the road running from Lhasa to Ganden. The monastery is being 
rebuilt to house an unusually large statue of the Buddha. Permission to commence renovations 
had been granted in 1985. 

Locals referred to restrictions from the Government but it is not known what these restrictions 
are, nor how widely they have been applied. They may indicate a partial reversal or 
postponement of the policy of rebuilding monasteries. 

- end - 
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LETTER FROM TIBET: 

THE TIBETAN RESPONSE TO THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

Most Tibetans heard about the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the Dalai Lama from the 
attacks on that award published in the Chinese papers. This account, which has just reached 
TIN from Tibet, was written by a Tibetan who was near the Indian border at the time and who 
had access to a radio (ref: 7X2 4AA 15AA). The writer describes the atmosphere in Lhasa as 
the news spread, and the Chinese response when they realised what was happening. 

"The news of the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to our leader, H.H. the Dalai Lama, by the 
Norway Peace Committee spread like a fire throughout Tibet. On October 10th I had just 
returned to Lhasa after being away for a month. All my closest friends wanted to share the 
news with me. 

"I had heard it first on the morning of 6th October when I was still travelling in the West of 
Tibet. We were having breakfast at the time. For an instance I couldn't believe my ears. I 
shared the news with a tourist who was there, and then we went through the news bulletins 
from India in English, Hindi and Tibetan. We shared our joy and went on till midnight 
discussing what might happen next [?]. The Chinese propaganda called it direct interference 
in our internal affairs, and said that we, meaning the Chinese, do not accept the decision. 
The Tibetans were busy offering incense and chang [beer] to the deities as a gesture of 
thanks-giving. 

"The atmosphere was calm till then. On Wednesday 11th October 1989 there was a big 
incense-burning ceremony in Lhasa. The pilgrimage circuits around the Barkhor were 
overflowing with incense burners. I went to the Jokhang Temple at 9 am and came out by 
9.30 am. As I did a circuit of the Temple I tried to make an offering at Muru Nyingpa Temple. 
But there was a huge line of people and everyone of them was covered with tsampa [flour], 
like a snow fall. 

"I didn't dare to go inside, so I left. ... As I reached the main gate, I came face to face with a 
tall young lady in her best dress, with lots of other people behind her. She said, "Tashi 
Delek" [Good Luck] and covered me with tsampa. I stood there for about ten minutes, 
receiving lashes of tsampa. Hundreds of people were pouring in as I stood there. My eyes 
and ears were filled with tsampa. I heard an old lady say, "Today is the happiest day in my 
life, I don't mind dying". It made me think for a while. 

"I made another round of the Barkhor and came back home. On the way to my home I saw 
many people coming from Ramoche Temple; they too were completely covered with tsampa. 

I tried to be careful and stayed at home. I had a wash and changed my clothes. I wanted to 
be safe. It helped: when i got to work nobody noticed me. 

"By about 11am in the whole of the Barkhor, Ramoche, the Lingkor, Shol and some primary 
and middle schools, the ceremony was in full spate [? lit: complete]. 

"It remained in action until seven that night. By then, the soldiers had become vigilant and 
were checking passports, identity cards and work cards around the Barkhor. During the 
ceremony the soldiers had joined in. But in the evening they turned against it. It seems that 
the Chinese knew only then what day was being celebrated. 

"The whole of the Barkhor was filled with tsampa, to the extent that a footprint could be 
seen. In some families, bags of tsampa were emptied. Some people said, today is the day to 
celebrate even at the cost of living, and today is the happiest in my life. 

"I cannot believe that such a mood still exists. The people celebrating were from offices and 
schools, they were pilgrims and local inhabitants, and especially Amdo-people, who came out 
in their best colourful dresses. I saw many Amdowas at the Jokhang and at the Ramo 
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Temple. Many people had been to Summer Palace and especially to the present Dalai Lama's 
palace to offer scarves and incense. ... Hundreds of Tibetans were in the streets smiling, 
cheering, with incense, tsampa, and chang. It was a day the like of which Tibetans have not 
seen since before 1959. 

On the next day, 12th October, the place where I work was filled with all sorts of talk. On 
13th October an urgent meeting was held at work and the celebrators were declared to be 
splittists and followers of the Dalai Clique. The Chinese official said that Tibet was a part of 
China and no power could separate it. If the splittists do not behave properly, he said, we 
have sufficient military power to clamp down. We do not share the decision on the Nobel 
Prize. 

Later I found out that in all major offices and work units an emergency meeting took place 
during morning work hours that day. Every unit denounced the celebration and the decision 
to honour H.H.The Dalai Lama with the Nobel Peace Prize. 

On 14th October, the full moon day, the Tibetans wanted to make it another big day. But it 
seems that the people knew that the security and the soldiers had been given instructions to 
shoot, irrespective of age, if any more tsampa was thrown. In fact, it was true. On 13th 
October the security and the soldiers were instructed to shoot and arrest any people engaged 
in tsampa throwing. But incense burning ceremonies continued to be carried out throughout 
Lhasa, especially at the Summer Palace. It was closed on 14th and 15th October but people 
did manage to get inside the present Dalai Lama's Palace, where they offered prayers as if 
H.H. The Dalai Lama was present on the Golden Throne. 

"After that, arrests continued more vigourously. Arrests are being made from monasteries, 
schools and offices. Figures for house arrests are very high. Innocent people are arrested 
without any valid reason. On 14th October, three women were arrested for singing a song in 
praise of H.H.The Dalai Lama. 

"I know one of them. Her name is Kelsang Dolkar, Jampa Thinley's wife. He was imprisoned 
in Gutsa in October '87 and held for three months. Her sons, Tenzin Lhundup and Tenzin 
Jigme, were caught putting up posters in the Barkhor last May, but they were only held for a 
day. One is 1 3, the other is 11. I heard that she's been sentenced to 3 years." 

The writer ended his narrative nere, and then added at the bottom of the page one further 
sentence: 

"The Chinese are still trying to make every Tibetan accept that Tibet is a part of China. Now 
they are trying to do it by force if necessary." 

- end - 
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